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Chapter 4 

The Architects of an Authoritarian Brotherhood 

 

Section I: 

 

This chapter explores the ideological struggles within Islam, focusing on Sayyid Qutb, Hasan al-Banna and 

the Muslim Brotherhood. It examines their influence on militant Islam, jihad, and governance, particularly 

in relation to Western secularism and nation-states. 

 

Section II: 

 

Hasan al-Banna (1906–1949): 

 

Hasan al-Banna founded the Muslim Brotherhood in 1928 as a movement advocating for Islamic 

governance while tolerating nation-states. He believed it was preferable to be ruled by secular Muslim 

leaders rather than foreign colonial powers. Under his leadership, the Brotherhood expanded rapidly, 

integrating mosques, welfare organizations, and schools into its grassroots activism. His vision combined 

Pan-Arab unity, opposition to Western colonial influence, and a slow transformation toward sharia-based 

governance. 

 

Initially, Qutb embraced elements of modern education, training under the British-inspired Egyptian 

schooling system. He was critical of traditional Islamic schools (madrassas) for focusing solely on religion 

 

Section III: 

 

The Brotherhood’s Role in Islamic Governance: 

 

The Muslim Brotherhood began as a grassroots movement, promoting personal piety and charity before 

transitioning into political activism. By the 1930s, it had expanded across Egypt, and within a decade, it had 

gained hundreds of thousands of members. 

 

A key strategy in its expansion was leveraging mosques, welfare groups, and educational institutions to 

spread its ideology. By framing Islamic governance as a solution to colonial oppression and secular 

corruption, the Brotherhood positioned itself as a movement for societal transformation. Its success lay in 

its ability to offer practical solutions alongside ideological rhetoric.  

 

1. In what ways did the British rule shape Egypt’s policies, economy, and resistance movements? 

 

2. What influence did Hassan al-Banna and Sayyid Qutb’s educational backgrounds have in shaping their 

vision for their country? 

 

3. Why did Qutb see nationalism as incompatible with Islam? How did his beliefs differ from Gamal Abdel 

Nasser’s vision for Egypt? 

 

5. What key strategies did al-Banna use to expand the Muslim Brotherhood’s influence across Egypt and 

beyond? 

 



6. How did Egyptian government crackdown on the Brotherhood’s ideological trajectory and global 

expansion? 

 

7. How did Qutb’s imprisonment influence his writings, and what impact did Milestones have on Islamist 

movements? 

 

8. How did Qutb frame Islam’s relationship with Western civilization, and how did his ideas influence 

global jihadist movements? 

 

9. How did Muhammad Qutb contribute to the spread of his brother’s ideology, and how did this shape 

groups like Al Qaeda? 

 

10. What challenges does a modern Muslim ruler face when countering radical Islamic beliefs? 

 

11. Why did the Muslim Brotherhood struggle to implement its Islamic governance model when it briefly 

held power in Egypt? 

 

12. How has studying the ideological clashes between secular nationalism and Islamist governance 

influenced your understanding of political movements? 

 

13. Based on these narratives in this chapter, what insights can be applied to contemporary challenges in 

global governance and reconciliation? 
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