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Chapter 7 

 
WOUNDED CALIPHATE 

 

This chapter dives into the ideology, history, and political factors surrounding the caliphate, its legacy, and 

its impact on a nation. It explores the belief of many Muslims that secular democracy has been morally 

corrupted; therefore, an Islamic nation needs a government ruled by a caliph. The chapter asks if national 

glory comes from the freedom of the people or from subduing citizens. 

 

Section I:  

 

The Foundations of the Caliphate: 

 

The Rashidun caliphs (Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman and Ali) all faced internal power struggles that led to the 

Sunni-Shia divide. Later, the Ottoman Empire institutionalized the killing of royal families to gain absolute 

control over governance. That reinforced the notion that leadership and power are acquired through 

violence rather than service and consensus. These succession conflicts shaped political structures in the 

later Islamic empire 

 

Section II:  

 

The Fall of the Caliphate and Modern Repercussions: 

 

The abolition of the Ottoman caliphate in 1924 marked the end of centuries of religious and political rule, 

paving the way for a new governmental model across the Muslim world. This created a shift in ideological 

views on secularism, nationalism, and Islamic revivalism. 

 

● Islamist movements that call for a restoration of the caliphal 

● Media’s role in shaping historical nostalgia 

● The challenge of re-establishing the caliphate today 

 

Section III:  

 

Theological Constructs and Political Ideologies: 

 

The caliphs claimed final spiritual and political power. The Protestant Reformation reshaped Christian 

governance. It decentralized religious authority and sparked theological debates on how leadership should 

be servanthood. 

 

● Sharia’s role in shaping political structures 

● The balance between personal spirituality and religious governance 

● Historical and modern efforts to reform religious-political authority 

 

 

 

 

 



Section IV:  

 

Extremism, Jihadism, and the Modern Caliphate Debate: 

 

In the 21st century, jihadist movements have attempted to resurrect the caliphate, using theological 

arguments to justify violent actions. Extremist leaders like Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi framed their authority as 

divinely sanctioned, challenging existing Muslim-majority governments and global security structures. The 

intersection of theology, ideology, and geopolitical strategy continues to shape contemporary debates on 

Islamic governance. 

 

● Theological justification of jihad in the eyes of some Muslims 

● The rise of modern Jihadist movement, such as ISIS 

● The impact of U.S. foreign policy on jihadist recruitment and radicalization 

● What was the global responses to militant caliphate movements 

 

Section V:  

 

Contemporary Governance and the Future of Muslim Leadership: 

 

Muslim-majority nations face a delicate balance between tolerance and Islamic governance. While some 

embrace democratic structures, others maintain strong religious influences in law and leadership. The 

ongoing debates surrounding political legitimacy, religious authority, and reconciliation between historical 

sectarian divides continue to shape leadership struggles in the Muslim world. 

 

Key Themes 

 

● The divide between secular governance and Islamist leadership models 

● The role of religious authority in modern political structures 

● Sunni-Shia reconciliation and efforts to bridge sectarian divisions 

● The influence of Western political models on Muslim governance 

● Future prospects for Islamic leadership in a rapidly evolving geopolitical landscape 

 

1. Based on your knowledge of Western countries, along with the cases you’ve read in this book, what are 

the key factors that allow non-Muslim countries to succeed in establishing freedom?  

 

2. In what ways did nepotism and fratricide shape succession in the Ottoman Empire? 

 

3. How does the power struggle between Sunni and Shia factions influence contemporary geopolitics? 

 

4. What were the motivations and political reasons behind Atatürk’s abolition of the caliphate? 

 

5. How did the abolition of the caliphate impact the broader Muslim world? 

 

6. How has Dirilis: Ertugrul shaped perceptions of the caliphate in Pakistan? 

 

7. Read the accounts of Abimelech (Judges 9) and Absalom (2 Samuel 15). What were the consequences of  

their political ambitions?  

 

8. Is there a parallel between Islamist revivalism and nationalist movements in Europe? 

 

9. How does the concept of the caliphate compare to leadership models in Christian history, such as papal 

authority or Protestant resistance? 

 



What are the key differences that have been pointed out between Western governance as 

influenced by the Bible and traditional Islamic rule? 

 

 

Category Islamic Governance Western Governance 

Role of religion in policy 

 

  

Succession & Authority 

 

 

  

Women's Rights 

 

 

  

Political Stability 

 

 

  

Freedom of Expression 

 

 

  

Economic Structure 
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