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Chapter 9
GOD’S KINGDOM ON EARTH?

The post-Christian West finds it difficult to understand why Muslim immigrants and refugees find it
difficult to integrate into “Western culture.” The reason is that modern Western culture is a fruit of the
Bible’s worldview. It is not a fruit that flourishes in every worldview.

Section I:
Christian Liberty & Transformation Through Christ:

Christian liberty emphasizes freedom from sin, including religious oppression. This freedom is spiritual, not
merely political or social. It requires a transformation of the heart, which sets believers free to worship and
obey God out of love rather than fear.

e Freedom from Sin & the Law — Christ’s sacrifice takes believers from the bondage of sin and religious
legalism.

o It gives liberty of conscience by setting God’s children free from man-made doctrines. It frees them to
obey God rather than human authorities.

e Inner Renewal vs. External Submission — The Gospel leads to a personal relationship with God and
inward transformation. It is different from Islam, which focuses on external submission and legalistic
obedience.

e Christian liberty fueled democratic movements, human rights, and the rise of individual and intellectual
freedom.

Section II:
Christ’s Lordship & Human Dignity:

The affirmation that Jesus Christ is Lord (Romans 10:4; Philippians 2:11) redefines society’s view of
authority, human worth, and relationship structures. Christ’s incarnation places a divine value on
humanity. People are not just subjects under a distant God, but they are God’s beloved image-bearers. This
creates a contrast with the Islamic view, where God remains wholly transcendent and man is a servant who
can not experience intimacy with his Father. Christ’s reign reordered political, familial, and intellectual
life—it challenged monarchs, reformed marriage, and liberated God’s children from following
traditionalism.

e Incarnation elevated humanity: God becoming man shows that human beings are worthy of love, dignity,
and redemption.

e Reordering of Power Structures: Christ’s lordship challenged both ecclesiastical and royal absolutism. It
decentralized authority and empowered individual conscience.

e Transformation of Family: Husbands are called to model Christ’s sacrificial love, reshaping marriage by
balancing authority with oneness and partnership.

e Intellectual Liberation: The Bible freed the West from uncritical loyalty to ancient philosophies. It
fostered a culture where truth is pursued under the Lordship of Christ.



e Islamic Contrast: Islam’s rejection of the incarnation and the possibility of Christ’s divine indwelling
means that it is left only with a rigid vertical relationship between God and man. That reinforces structures
of external submission. It limits expressions of human freedom and dignity.

Section III:
Liberty of Conscience vs. Religious Law:

The Bible’s idea of the liberty of conscience means that each individual is directly accountable to God. We
are free from man-made religious commands that go beyond God’s word. This principle, central to the
Reformation thought and the Westminster Confession, declares that religious obedience must be voluntary.
It should follow conviction, not coercion.

Islam teaches that Sharia law, which dictates legal, social, and moral conduct, should govern personal and
societal life. This difference has led to fundamentally distinct approaches to governance. Christian societies
prioritize individual freedom under God, while Islamic societies merge religion and law into a unified
system of rule.

Key themes:

e Conscience Belongs to God Alone — Christian doctrine emphasizes that each individual is directly
accountable to God, free from human-imposed religious commands.

e Freedom from Coerced Obedience — The Bible teaches that faith must be voluntary, shaped by conviction
rather than fear. Islam tends to enforce religious compliance through legal structures and communal
expectations.

e Separation of Church & State — Biblical liberty influenced legal systems that protect personal freedom,
while Islam’s governance often merges religious law with state rule, making obedience a legal obligation.

e Grace vs. Obligation — Christian salvation is a gift of grace, based on God’s love rather than personal
merit, whereas Islamic law structures obedience as a means of earning divine favor.

Section IV:
The Gospel’s Impact on Western Civilization:

Biblical principles of conscience and human dignity shaped Western civilization. They influenced
governance, law, and social structures. By re-establishing the Bible’s authority, the Reformation challenged
religious and political authorities. It shifted power away from monarchs and religious rulers to a people set
free by the Savior. The belief that humanity is made in God’s image fueled movements for individual rights,
justice, and democracy, shaping freedoms that contrast with societies governed by religious legalism.

e Human Rights & Democracy—Christian teachings affirmed human dignity, inspiring movements for
equal rights and individual sovereignty.

e Breaking Religious Tyranny — Biblical truth challenged unjust rulers and religious institutions, freeing
people from oppressive systems.

1. Which aspects of cultural tensions influenced Chancellor Angela Merkel’s retraction of her earlier stance
on multiculturalism?

2. In what ways has Christian liberty transformed your view of obedience—do you serve God out of fear,
duty, or love?

3. How does the doctrine of conscience belonging to God alone challenge how you make moral and ethical
decisions?



4. How does the truth that humans bear God’s image shape your understanding of human worth and
justice?

5. How did Pico della Mirandola define human dignity in contrast to animals, and in what ways do his
arguments celebrate humans’ potential and the pursuit of knowledge?

6. What foundational beliefs made Christian missionaries different from Islamic rulers and secular British
colonists?

7. Are there other examples in history, outside the cases presented in this book, where the Gospel
challenged the cultural norms of a nation or people?

8. If the Gospel profoundly influenced Western civilization, how can its principles of grace, liberty, and
human dignity be applied to contemporary challenges?
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